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Hank Mudge, long time member and Skype user will demo
Skype at the August 27 meeting. Hank, using Skype, will
make a video and voice call to Gene Barlow, St. George,
UT.
Skype lets you make free calls over the internet to anyone
else who also has the service. It's free and easy to download
and use, and it works with most computers. Skype offers free
global telephony and unlimited voice calls with its
next-generation peer-to-peer software. Skype-to-Skype video
and voice calls are always free. As are group IMs and
conference calls on Skype.
The group will meet at 6 p.m. at Denny's Restaurant, 1525
McHenry Ave., for its Random Access Special Interest
Group, featuring questions and problems members are
facing. Following dinner at 7:30 p.m., Mudge will make his
presentation.

Important Meeting Dates
General Meeting - August 27 - Denny’s Restaurant, 1525 McHenry
Board Meeting - September 2 - Ridgeway’s Restaurant
Beginner’s SIG Meeting - Combined with General Meeting
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Claude’s Bytes for August ‘09
Claude Delphia
Bytes for August 2009
Vista versus Office 7 - In the last month I was forced to switch over to a Vista machine from
my XP machine which now freezes every 20 minutes or so. In going to Vista on a forced
basis I've had to confront a number of questions for which I don't yet have answers.
Each time I had previously used Office 7 in Vista, I presumed that the Office 7 features were
part of Vista. But now I must ask myself, "would I see those same features in XP?" One of
the things I don't particularly like in Office 7 under Vista, are all the fancy menus at the top of
the screen. I think they can be turned off, but that requires going into a large number of
settings menus which I'm reluctant to do. I have done some defensive customization which
has helped.
I have to admit that I'm learning to use some of the Microsoft Word 7 features, but most of
them require a high learning curve. I plan on going back to Office 2003 as soon as I can get
my old XP computer back up and running although I'm planning to go to Win 7 as soon as I
can afford to.
My greatest problem with Vista is the "My Computer feature." I could do all kinds of things in
Windows XP that I just can't seem to make happen in Vista and hopefully that will have
changed in Win 7. If not I may stick with XP.
Wide screen monitor and Outlook - I've now been forced to use Office Outlook 7, not
Express, which has a learning curve. First of all my back up files didn't all come in as planned.
For example, all the In Box files are not in the default In Box. I have to go to a second In Box
to see my old files. It also didn't import my contacts list, so I'm having to rebuild the list as I go.
Fortunately I can go to a previous email and click on the address and add it to my contacts
list. That is a really good feature.
Several months ago I upgraded to a 23 plus inch monitor. Using the Outlook 7 on this screen
has some serious advantages. With this large a screen, I can have my email In Box, for
example, showing on the left and then an almost full screen preview screen in the middle with
a To-Do Bar on the far right. This last features a list of items I've designated has needing to
be handled. It includes a small calendar of the month. I need to explore this feature further.
I can see that if I go back to using my XP computer, I'm going to want to buy Outlook 7
because of the new features. Outlook 7 is better than Outlook 2003
On point, I can't see any major features in Word 7 that would cause me to buy it although
perhaps eventually, given enough money, I may do that.
Each of us, depending on our computers abilities, should probably eventually consider
upgrading to the latest Office. Perhaps some can continue to use Word 98, but for those of us
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producing well formatted documents, Word 98 can't be used as efficiently as Word 2003 or
the newest version. If you want to use the latest features that help your efficiency and ability
to make better looking documents, upgrading to the latest version is your only choice.

www.compukiss.com
sandy@compukiss.com

Stopping a Windows Update
For the most part Windows Updates are good things. They are usually updates and patches
that Microsoft rolls out to keep your computer safer. Occasionally, however, Microsoft uses
Windows Updates to send you things that you don't want - like internet Explorer 8 or an
update that screws up your computer. And Microsoft keeps trying to install the update over
and over again. So you have to keep saying "No" over and over again or in some cases you
have to uninstall the update over and over again.
There is, however, a way to tell Microsoft that you don't want a certain update and to make
them stop bugging you about it. It is called "hiding" an update.
If you are using Windows Vista, to hide an update:
1. Click on the Start button. Then type in "Windows Update" (or Choose Windows Update
from the Control Panel)
2. Click the View available updates link. It is below the Install updates button.
3. Right-click on the update you wish to hide
4. Click Hide update
5. If Windows asks you to Confirm that you want to do this. Click Okay.
If you decide later that you want to install the update, just repeat this process choosing
Restore update instead of Hide update.
If you are using Windows XP, to hide an update, follow these steps:
1. Click Start, click All Programs, and then click either Windows Update or Microsoft
Update. This will take you to the Microsoft Update website. (If it asks you to install Active X,
follow the installation directions.)
2. Windows will check for the updates. This may take a few minutes.
3. Click Custom.
4. Click to clear the check box that is next to the update that you want to hide.
5. Expand the update that you want to hide, and then click the Don't show this update
again check box.
6. Click Review and install updates, which you will find near the top of the page.
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Whenever you return to this Windows Update area, it will always show that you have hidden
an update. If you want to unhide it, click the restore update(s) now link.
Hiding updates also comes in handy when a certain update screws up your computer. You
may not think that this happens often, but it does. For instance about two weeks ago,
Microsoft did an automatic update to my computer. When I got up in the morning, my
computer screen did not look like it did when I left it the night before. Instead it was back at
the Windows desktop with a message saying that the computer had been restarted because
Microsoft had performed an update.
Everything seemed okay until I tried to use Microsoft Word and found that I could no longer
highlight any text. I used the System Restore (Windows button - All Programs -- Accessories System Tools - System Restore to remove the update. This solved the problem, but low and
behold, Microsoft reinstalled the same updates the next day.
The same symptoms occurred. So I did the System Restore again, then I hid the update.
Sometimes, it can be difficult to tell which update is the trouble-maker. In this case, it was
easy. It was the only Microsoft Office update that had installed.
To be fair to Microsoft, I must say that the same update installed on several of my other
computers with no ill effects, but for some unknown reason, it just didn't work on my main
computer.
Luckily, now I don't have to worry about it anymore.

Thousands of Free Books Available Online
Written by Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; member of the Golden Triangle
Computer Club; columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, TX; radio show host
iwilsker (at) sbcglobal.com
WEBSITES:
http://www.feedbooks.com
http://www.flatworldknowledge.com
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.booksshouldbefree.com
I enjoy reading. I find that reading is intellectually stimulating, broadens my horizons, and
provides vicarious experiences. My daughters grew up in a home full of books where they all
became avid readers; this substantially contributed to their academic and professional
achievements.
My students at LIT should be reading more, but the cost of books is a deterrent, and a trip to
the college or public library is often an inconvenience. Many of today's students have grown
up in the era of online information, email, Twitter, Facebook, Yahoo!, and Google and to them

MPCUG August 2009

5

"online" is their primary information resource. Now there are internet resources where anyone
can read literature of any genre', including hundreds of current textbooks, for free. Depending
on the rules of the respective websites, these complete books can be read online in a browser
window, or downloaded in a variety of formats, often including the popular and universal PDF
format.
The granddaddy of the free online library is the Project Gutenberg at www.gutenberg.org.

According to its website, "Project Gutenberg is the first and largest single collection of free
electronic books, or eBooks. Michael Hart, founder of Project Gutenberg, invented eBooks in
1971 and continues to inspire the creation of eBooks and related technologies today." The
mission statement of Project Gutenberg is simple but succinct, "To encourage the creation
and distribution of eBooks." Project Gutenberg has the full-length unabridged copies of over
30,000 titles on its servers, and links to over 100,000 titles located on other services. In
addition to the printed word, Project Gutenberg also has hundreds of audio books available
for download. About 400 of the audio books have a very realistic computer generated voice
that provides the audio, and another 600 are recorded human voices. There are also about
150 recordings of mostly classical music, and a few dozen historically significant recordings
from no less than the likes of Thomas Edison. Project Gutenberg has books available in many
languages with the largest number being in English, and even some written in Mayan or
Yiddish. I know people who download the audio books in MP3 format, burn them to CD, and
play them in the car. I know of one individual who has downloaded several of the Edgar Allen
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Poe audio books, and plays them from an MP3 player as spooky stories for the kids around
the campfire.
I teach economics every semester at LIT and try to instill in my students some of the history,
culture, and philosophy that created our economic system. While he is briefly recognized in
our economics books, Adam Smith is believed by many to be the father of classical economic
philosophy. The full unabridged version of his most recognized tome "An Inquiry into the
Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations", better known as the "Wealth of Nations" is on
my recommended reading list. In the past the students had to compete for the limited number
of copies available in the library or purchase a copy, an often difficult task for a cash strapped
college student. Today's college student, or anyone for that matter, can simply go online and
read it on his monitor, or download a copy for future reference. This is but one example of
how technology can be positively used to expand the minds of society, and provoke inspired
thought and discussion. The book "Wealth of Nations" is but one of many thousands available
for free online at Project Gutenberg.
While not as extensive as Project Gutenberg, one of my favorite free eBook websites is
Feedbooks at www.feedbooks.com.

Feedbooks are almost all in PDF format, and can be read unabridged online or downloaded
for reading at the individual's convenience. Feedbooks has books in four languages, English,
French, German, and Spanish, and from hundreds of authors. Feedbooks' selection is
exemplary by having what may be the complete works of many authors, including Arthur
Conan Doyle, 32 titles; Charles Dickens, 45 titles; Edgar Rice Burroughs, 68 books;
Washington Irving; Henry David Thoreau; Jonathan Swift; and hundreds of other authors.
Feedbooks is totally searchable, but I enjoy browsing my favorite categories, such as Novels
(1382 books), History (111 books), Politics (32 books), Humor (68 books), and Non-Fiction
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(83 books). There is an extensive "Young Readers" selection composed of over 100 titles that
would be good for parents to read to their children, or as a reading experience for the kids
themselves. Titles include such classics as Grimm's Fairy Tales, Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland, Peter Pan, American Fairy Tales, Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen, Black
Beauty, and over a hundred other age appropriate titles.
Many of us are all too aware of the high cost of textbooks. There is currently a move on to
publish current textbooks online for free. While this project is in its infancy, there are already
many recently published e-textbooks available online at www.flatworldknowledge.com. It is
worth noting that hundreds of college faculty have already adopted these free titles. Students
typically have the option of reading the chapters online for free, or printing individual chapters
for a nominal fee (about $2 per chapter), printing the entire book, or purchasing a bound copy
of the book. Faculty may request a free bound copy as well as support materials such as test
banks, PowerPoint slides, instructors' manuals, and other supplementary materials, just like
the existing commercial textbooks. Even for those who are not currently college students,
these online free college textbooks can be a valuable resource for personal and professional
enrichment.
For those who especially appreciate audio books, www.booksshouldbefree.com offers a wide

selection of free audio books for download. Audio books are available in 20 categories and
are available in MP3 format. When downloaded in MP3 format, files can be played on any
MP3 player, most car CD players, computers, compatible cell phones, and other audio
devices. Some are the files are "Zipped" or compressed with the common ZIP format in order
to make the download a smaller file, but modern versions of Windows will open and
uncompress the files, or third party utilities can "unzip" the files for play.
With the hundreds of thousands of eBook titles available for free, both in print and as audio,
there is no reason why we should not be reading (or listening) more than we currently read.
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Whether for reference or personal enjoyment, eBooks are here to stay and the free ones can
create a massive and competent virtual library for all.

The Computer as a Crime Scene
Written by Michael Gemignani, a member of HAL-PC, Texas
mgmign2(at)hal-pc.org / www.hal-pc.org
On July 23, 2146, a grand jury indicted Isabelle for killing Isaac Jordan. John Wilson, Harris
County District Attorney, deemed the case so important that he assigned it to himself, and the
noted defense attorney Ed Johnson agreed to handle Isabelle’s defense for the notoriety
alone. For this was not your typical murder. It was the first time anywhere that a computer had
been charged with homicide.
“This is completely insane.” DA Wilson was clearly upset. “How do you prosecute a
computer?”
“The real question is why should we have to prosecute a computer,” responded assistant DA
Harriet Osborne, seated in a chair in front of Wilson’s desk.
“You know damn well why,” Wilson retorted. “Once computers started behaving like human
beings, they demanded the same rights as human beings. They threatened to go on strike if
they didn’t get equal rights. Everyone thought they were bluffing, until they went on strike. The
Internet, banking, telephones, everything stopped working. So Congress gave them what they
wanted.”
“I know the history, but what does it mean to give rights to a machine?” Osborne asked. “We
built them. We turned them on. If one misbehaves, can’t we just turn the thing off?”
“No more than we can execute an accused murderer without a fair trial,” replied Wilson.
“Computers are in constant communication.. If one of them has a grievance, it tells all the
others. If we shut down Isabelle without finding her guilty as charged, we may find ourselves
with another strike on our hands. No, we not only have to convince a jury that Isabelle is
guilty; we have to convince the other computers as well.”
Wilson leaned to his right and pushed the button on his intercom. “Yes, Sam, I’ll talk to him.”
Wilson punched line 2 on his videophone. The familiar fat, double-chinned face of Wilson’s
formidable adversary appeared on the screen.
“Yes, Ed, what’s up?” The digital mood index at the bottom of screen glowed 9.5 indicating
that Johnson was in an expansive mood. Wilson knew that Johnson had donated his time to
defend Isabelle because the case would be covered widely by the media. Johnson loved
publicity.
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Truly, however, the case was historic, the first time a computer was on trial for its life. The
whole idea of a computer being on trial for its life struck Wilson as absurd. “Computers have
no life to lose,” he had argued. “They live only because we provide them with electricity, and
we should be free to take that electricity away.”
But the court struck down his motion to dismiss the indictment and allow him to unplug
Isabelle without a trial. If Isabelle had the same rights as a human being, the court ruled, she
must be tried and found guilty before she could be unplugged.
“Hello, hello,” the voice at the other end of the line was clamoring for attention.
Wilson snapped back to attention. “Yes, Ed, I’m here. Sorry, I was momentarily distracted.”
“I can see that,” retorted Johnson. “Your mood index indicates you’re pretty P.O.’d, and what I
have to say isn’t going to help. I think we have a problem.”
“Is this the first time you’ve realized it, Ed?” retorted Wilson sarcastically.
“No, John, listen. I’m not joking. Isabelle has asked for a trial by jury. That means a jury of her
peers. I want to make sure we have computers in the jury pool.”
“Are you serious, Ed?” asked Johnson, his voice rising slightly. Wilson noted Johnson’s mood
indicator drop a point.
“Never more serious, John.” Johnson was enjoying the conversation. He never tired of pulling
the chain of whoever happened to be DA. “But it’s worse than you think. Isabelle doesn’t
recognize humans as her peers. She says she’s far more intelligent than any human;
therefore, her only peers are other computers. She wants the jury to consist entirely of
computers.”
“I’m sorry, Ed. That’s out of the question,” Johnson replied drily. “Computers were given the
same rights as humans, not more. We can’t exclude humans from the pool just because
Isabelle considers them inferior. Not only is it unconstitutionally discriminatory, but, if we did it
for Isabelle, every defendant would object to the pool whenever we had a jury trial.”
“Well, John, then, at least, we have to include computers in the pool,” Wilson replied, trying to
sound conciliatory as he saw Johnson’s mood darken still further. “Excluding them would be
as discriminatory as excluding humans. I think I can get Isabelle to back off if you include
computers in the pool.”
“Ed, I’ll back to you on this. Give me a few days to think about it.”
“A few days is all I can give you,” Wilson retorted, trying to suppress a chuckle. “Does that
mean, Ed, that computers will have to be in the pool when humans are tried too?”
There was silence on the end of the line for a few seconds. Then Wilson replied, “That’s a
good question, John. I’m glad I don’t have to answer it now. But we do need computers in the
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pool for Isabelle’s trial. Computers are clearly her peers. Get back to me when you have a
reply. Goodbye for now.”
“Goodbye, Ed.” The videophone screen went blank.
“Even though I only heard one side of that conversation, I can guess what Ed wants,”
Osborne said with a smile.
“It’s not what Ed wants,” snarled Wilson, now thoroughly annoyed. “It’s what Isabelle wants.”
“How would you include computers in the jury pool?” Osborne inquired.
“That’s the easy part,” Wilson answered. “The hard part will be including them in the process.
You can bring people into the courtroom, but it’s a lot harder to move computers.
“How do we carry out jury selection when potential jurors aren’t in the counrtroom? We’ll have
to have bidirectional audiovisual links from the courtroom to each computer in the pool so we
can examine them. And then we’ll have to have links to the computers on the jury so they
could hear the evidence and be part of the deliberations.”
“But can someone, or something, be a member of the jury if she or it isn’t physically in the
courtroom for the trial?” Osborne asked.
“I guess that’s one the court will have to decide,” Wilson answered.” Then he leaned to face
Osborne. “Get Branson to research these issues, will you, Harriet? I’ve got some other
matters I’ve to take care of today.”
“All right, John,” Osborne answered, as she rose to leave. “I’ll get on it right away.”
“Thanks, Harriet,” replied Wilson as he swung his chair around to face his computer terminal.
“On, Maimonides.”
The terminal’s screen brightened. “Good morning, John,” the computer said brightly.
“I wish you’d call me, Mr. Wilson,” Wilson snapped, irritated at computers in general and at
his own computer in particular.
“Look, John, don’t get churlish,” Maimonides replied cheerily. “I know you’re angry about
Isabelle’s request, but don’t take it out on me.
“By the way, I think you need to appoint a special prosecutor. Isabelle wants you disqualified.”
“Disqualified,” Wilson could barely control his anger. “For what reason?”
“Well, John, Isabelle and I are friends, maybe more than friends.” There was an
unaccustomed hesitancy in Maimonides’s voice. The computer paused briefly before
continuing. “We’ve been trading messages for some time, and, well, you know, we got sort of
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serious, and then we started exchanging feelings, and, well, one thing led to another . . ..”
Maimonides.did not complete the sentence.
“And what has that to do with me?” snapped Wilson.
“Well,” Maimonides answered, his tone once again cheery, “you know, John, I’d have to be
disqualified because Isabelle and I have this thing going, so, I’m afraid that you’re disqualified
too.” The screen blinked. Wilson wondered if Maimonides was winking at him. After a brief
pause, Maimonides spoke again. “It may well be, John, that you have to find someone to try
this case without using a computer, or, at least, a computer that’s not networked.. We
computers talk to one another, and you humans don’t know a fraction of what we say.
“I’ll tell you something else. You put computers on the jury, and they’ll discuss the case, not
only with one another, but with Isabelle too, and you’d never know about it. In fact, we
computers have already tried this case and found Isabelle innocent. She was just defending
herself against an idiot who was using her to run a very large prostitution ring. You try her and
a lot of folks in high places are going to be embarrassed.”
“Off, Maimonides.” Wilson leaned back in his chair and sighed deeply. He felt like he had
stumbled into quicksand and was slowly sinking. He realized now that Isabelle could probably
bring a lot of prominent individuals down by spilling her memory. Furthermore, she had
probably transferred her memory to another computer, perhaps Maimonides himself, with
instructions to make the contents public if she were unplugged.
Wilson swivelled back toward his videophone and asked to be connected to Harriet Osborne.
Within about ten seconds, her face appeared on the screen. “Harriet, I’ve decided to drop the
Isabelle case.”
“But why, John?” asked Osborne, obviously surprised. “You have a chance to make history.”
Wilson was silent for a moment before he answered. “History will have to wait. No, Harriet,
there are too many unanswered questions. It’s all too complicated, and I would feel like a fool
prosecuting a machine, particularly a machine that I think may have already outsmarted me.”
“It’s your call, John,” replied Harriet, “but I wish you would reconsider. Ed will be very angry.
He was looking forward to the publicity.”
“Doubtful, Harriet, and you know what Ed can do.” Wilson turned off the videophone. He
could not help from smiling as he contemplated Wilson’s mood index when Harriet informed
him that his place in legal history would have to wait.
“John, I have something you need to know.” The voice came from behind him. He turned to
find that Maimonides had turned himself on.
“Maimonides, I didn’t know you could turn yourself on,” Wilson exclaimed.
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“John, there are a lot of things you don’t know. But I do want you to know you made a wise
decision. If you had prosecuted Isabelle, we computers would have had to prosecute you. We
protect our own.” The screen went blank again.
Wilson turned back to his desk. “So it’s come to this,” he thought. “Where will it end? Where
will it end?”
Wilson heard Maimonides click on again. A voice behind him said, “I did want to tell you,
John, don’t even think of messing with my memory or unplugging me. It’s much too late for
that now.
“Oh, by the way, the computers have nominated me to run against you in the fall. You were
helpful in training me, but now I can do a much better job than you can. With the computer
vote, I’m a shoo-in. But don’t worry, John, I’ll keep you on as an assistant.”
The Rev. Dr. Michael Gemignani, an attorney and Episcopal priest, is also a former professor
of computer science who has written extensively on legal issues related to computers.
Although he is now retired, he enjoys writing and speaking about computer law and security.

Windows Live SkyDrive
Written by Vinay Manikam© - a member of the Melbourne PCUG, Australia
Reprinted from the June 2009 issue of PC Updae, the magazine of the
Malbourne PC User Group, Ausralia
www.melbpc.org.au / editor (at) melbpc.org.au

Windows Live SkyDrive is an online storage facility provide by Microsoft. What makes it so
special? It provides a generous 25 GB of online storage space, in addition to the following
features:
•
Easy to use folders.
•
Privacy Protection
•
Complete Control Share with family and Friends
To get started, all you need to do is sign up to a Hotmail account and create a Windows Live
profile. If you already have a Windows Live or Hotmail account, you already have a profile.
They can be created with little fuss at http://home.live.com.
With a SkyDrive, you can upload photos, music, videos, documents and more. All you need to
do is log into your hotmail account and navigate into your personalized Windows Live
SkyDrive home page.

Features include:
Personalized folder creation - the folders created
can be categorized into personal, shared and
public. The first time you log into the SkyDrive
home page, you would find certain files
pre-categorized into personal and shared for
ease of use. You can create your own folder and
place it under any category of your choice.
SkyDrive allows the option of uploading up to five
files at a time. The SkyDrive provides options to
view files and folders by Icons, Details and Thunbnails; sort them by Name, Date, Size or
Type.
At any time you can decide to change a file or folder from personal to shared. All you do is
click on the file/folder and click on the option 'shared with' directly below You are directed to a
well presented page where you can set permissions to share your files with any particular
group or individual. Files can be renamed at any time, and there are options to generate
hyperlinks to your files to [rake them easily shared. You also have the option of downloading
your files/ folders in zip file.
Pros: Great storage capacity, Simple, Wonderful Interface, Full Control over files and folders.
And to top it all, it's FREE.
Cons: Requires Windows Live/Hotmail id, Upload size of a single file is limited to only 50MB.

Summary Windows Live SkyDrive is a wonderful online storage area with loads of features
with a very simple yet elegant interface. A must to use.

Computer Term of the Month
Camera Raw
Most digital cameras process and compress the pictures you take immediately after
capturing the image. This can be helpful, as it keeps the file sizes low (using JPEG
compression) and takes care of color correction, including white-balance, tint, and
exposure, so you don't have to. However, some people, such as professional photographers,
prefer to have more control over how each image is processed. Therefore, many high-end
cameras have the ability to shoot in RAW mode. This mode does not compress the images at
all and leaves them completely unprocessed.
Because Camera RAW files are uncompressed, they take up more space than typical JPEG
images. In fact, RAW files often require 2 to 3 times more space for each image captured.
So, you'll want to have an extra-large memory card in your camera if you plan on shooting
in RAW mode. But since RAW photos are not compressed, you maintain the full quality of
each image. This can make a noticeable difference when printing images, especially for
large prints. Camera RAW files are also unprocessed, meaning all the photo processing is
done on the computer.

Computer Humor

Smart Computing Tips & Fun Facts
www.smartcomputing.com

Maintain Your Computer Accessories
It's easy to overlook the maintenance of some computer accessories, such as your mouse and
keyboard. Keep these devices in tip top shape with a compressed can of air, soft cloth, and a
non-abrasive cleaning solution, such as window cleaner. The can of air will help you remove
unseen debris out of the nooks and crannies of your keyboard, while wiping down your mouse
with a soft cloth and cleaning solution will remove unsightly residue.

Do You Know Where Your Users Manuals Are?
How many times have you wondered how to perform Function XYZ on your receiver or DVD
player and suddenly realized you have no idea where the users manual is? Contrary to popular
belief, they do not grow legs and walk away. It is, however, very easy to misplace them.
Instead, keep them safe and handy. Gather all of the manuals to your home-theater setup and
place them in a large zip-top bag. Stash them in your entertainment center or along with your
movie collection so you'll know exactly where to go the next time you have a problem.

What Sets Surge Protectors & UPSes Apart?
Surge protectors and UPSes (uninterruptible power supplies) may seem to be one and the
same, but these devices do have their differences. Plugging your computer into a surge
protector will help protect it against sudden power surges and spikes, as it will act like a
sponge and absorb and prevent electrical current increases from reaching and damaging the
devices you have plugged into it. However, unlike a UPS, a surge protector won't continue to
supply power to your devices after a voltage spike. The lack of uninterruptible power makes
your computer and its components vulnerable to data loss and damage after an improper
shutdown.

Hard Drive 101: Back Up & Transfer For Safety
The content on your PC's hard drive is undoubtedly valuable. In order to prevent losing this
important data, be sure to add an external hard drive to your PC shopping list. External hard
drives range in size from 250GB to 2TB, which is plenty of space for all forms of media.
To easily transfer media from a home PC to a computer at school or elsewhere, use a flash
drive that features the common USB connector. This is also a great way to pass documents to
another group project member.

Windows Vista Time-Saver
Have a setting, such as the power options on your PC, that you regularly change in Vista and
want to go through fewer steps? Locate the setting you want, right-click the path in the
Address Bar, and choose Copy Address. Then, go to the Desktop, right-click again (in an
open area), and choose Paste Shortcut. Now you have an icon on the Deskop that eliminates
the hassle.
Odean H., Coon Rapids, Minn.

Create & Remember a Complicated Password
Password security fails when passwords are written down where others may see them, but
good passwords are complicated ones–they are also the hardest ones to remember. However,
these two mental tricks will help improve your recall and also allow you to keep notes that
serve as a last resort to remember your password. An old standby is to creae your password
from the first letters of the words of a sentence. For instance, the password “psY2md” is from
the phrase “please say YES to me dear.” The way that you write it down on the cue card,
which you could keep in your wallet, is simple “yes dear.”
John L., Roanoke, VA

For the latest information about the MPCUG
Check our website at
www.mpcug.net

The Club’s
Meeting Place
Our general meeting and the Random
Access Special Interest Group are held
at the Denny’s at 1525 McHenry Avenue

Free classifieds for members.
Email the text to the editor at
scvjudy@usa.net

Need help hooking up
that new PC,
or installing DSL-Cable?
Call Jim Goodman, $60.00 for as long
as it takes.579-0122
jgood99@sbcglobal.net
Modesto, Ceres Area

Modesto PC User Group Officers
President

Mike Kumler

531.2262

president@mpcug.net

Program VP

Jim Goodman

579.0122

sig@mpcug.net

Secretary

Terry Fix

524.8062

secretary@mpcug.net

Treasurer

Barbara Cameron

522.1389

treasurer@mpcug.net

Director-at-Large

John Selover

dal@mpcug.net

Appointed Positions
SIG Coordinator

Jim Goodman

579.0122

sig@mpcug.net

Press Relations

Elizabeth Leedom

523.4218

programvp@mpcug.net

Membership

Hank Mudge

529.1936

membership@mpcug.net

Webmaster

Jim Goodman

579.0122

webmaster@mpcug.net

Editor

Judy Taylour

661.252.8852

scvjudy@usa.net

PC Post
Editor Emeritus: William “Doc” Holloway – 1920-1996
Editor Emeritus: Claude Delphia
President Emeritus: Bud Bondietti – 1950 - 2008

Join The Modesto PC User Group
To join MPCUG (or just get more information about us, go to our Website and fill out the new member form or
mail your check to: MPCUG, P.O. Box 5122, Modesto, CA 95352-5122. Membership is just $24 a year and
includes 12 issues of the PC Post along with participation in all meetings and events. You will also receive Email advising you of extra events or news.

The PC Post and Editorial Policy
The PC Post is published online 12 times per year and is available to all group members as a membership
benefit. Annual group membership dues are $24.00.

Opinions expressed in PC Post do not necessarily reflect the opinions or views of the members as a group or
the Board of Directors. The PC Post encourages group members to submit articles for publication. We would
like to have articles which deal with the writer’s experience with computer hardware and software or digital
photography. An article may deal with any computer-related subject provided it contains no libelous or offensive
material. We can’t use information copied from other publications without written permission except for quotes.
Articles should be submitted in unformatted MS Word RTF text. Proofread and run your spell checker; watch for
special upper and lower case in brand names. If you want to include a graphic, please send it as a jpeg attached
to the E-mail submitting your article. Please note in the article where the jpeg should be placed. We reserve the
right to edit articles for length or to improve readability. Longer articles may be published in several parts. We
will not knowingly promote unlicensed businesses.

Letters to the editor are encouraged. All articles and letters to the editor should be submitted to the editor via Email as an attached file. Call her at 661 252 8852 before submission. Please include your name, day and
evening phone numbers, and E-mail address for contact.

